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On Thursday, November 13, 2008, Kathryn and 
Bruce Johnson hosted a stimulating reception 
about a unique partnership for discovery. To better 
understand the brain’s possibilities, �nd cures for 
hundreds of neurological diseases and accelerate 
new discoveries, the Brain Research Foundation 
joined forces with the Allen Institute for Brain 
Science. This partnership combined the entrepre-
neurial business model of the Allen Institute for 
Brain Science with the Brain Research 
Foundation’s foresight over �fty years ago to invest 
in neuroscientists pursuing cutting edge research. 
The ultimate goal: to facilitate the discovery of new 
scienti�c knowledge that will result in improved 
treatments and cures for diseases such as 
Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis, autism, brain 
tumors and spinal cord injuries.  

Representatives from both organizations explained 
how important brain research is and how each 
group is �lling critical funding gaps not met in the 
neuroscience community. One important way the 
Brain Research Foundation delivers this is through 

our Seed Grant Program, which provides start-up 
money for studies that have the potential to 
develop into comprehensive research projects 
suitable for larger grant proposals. The Allen 
Institute for Brain Science tackles leading-edge 
projects, such as the Allen Mouse Brain Atlas and 
their latest project the Allen Human Brain Atlas, 
that fuel innovation and discovery for countless 
pioneering scientists.

It is imperative that brain research receives the 
funding that it needs to hasten the search for 
cures. Through support of its donors, the partner -
ship of these two visionary organizations will lead 
to advances in understanding of brain function and 
treatment of brain-related disorder. Together we 
can make a difference; together we can translate 
science into action.

If you would like to support this partnership please 
call 312.759.5150. 

If you would like more information, please visit 
www.alleninstitute.org and www.brain-map.org. 
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(from left) Kathryn Johnson, Bruce 
Johnson, Nathan Hansen, Dr. Allen Jones  


